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2025-An Impactful Year 

In this 100th issue of the weekly digest, and the last of the year, I want to say 
congratulations to all of you for making it to the end of what has been a 
challenging and transformative year. Through the fires and the less-than-optimal 
work availability, we have been there for each other by organizing shows, and 
helping out where we can with work, education and support. I’m happy to share 
the announcement of the final round of 2025 feature film allocations under the 
CA Film and TV Tax Jobs Program 4.0 (article and press release links below). 
Adding to that, contributions into the MPI plans continue to rise over the past few 
weeks. 

https://form.jotform.com/252747548651164


Things are getting better. 

In the meantime, many of you need to take the NEW V3 and V6 Safety Pass 
classes. I have. They are quite good and pay a stipend. Do it now as you don't 
know when the work call comes, but after February 2026, you need to have the 
class completed. 

I wish you all a safe and healthy holiday season. 

In solidarity, 

Greg Reeves 
Business Representative - Secretary 
Lighting Technicians, IATSE Local 728 

Governor Newsom announces 28 new films coming to CA 

Yesterday, Governor Gavin Newsom announced the final round of 2025 feature 
film allocations under the California Film & Television Jobs Program. This marks 
the fourth set of allocations since the legislation was signed into law in July. To 
date, a total of 80 feature films, both studio and independent, as well as 39 
television series have been awarded incentives through the program. Beginning in 
January 2026, animation productions and large competition shows will also 
become eligible to apply. 

Details from yesterday’s announcement – 28 feature films: 
• 5 studio productions and 23 independent productions
• 4,837 cast and crew jobs
• 22,614 background performers
• 831 shooting days statewide
• $337 million in qualified spending
• $209 million in qualified wages

Full story available here. 
Read press release here. 

https://deadline.com/2025/12/california-tax-credits-films-1236650657/?fbclid=IwZnRzaAOxdjpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEeExYyLYXXAZfwDHe5hzVKgfPbty_sESH8xjFdzbCIv5k-LkmNGdEk0VjlLUo_aem_kY13yW9WTYSYUBqLi5C1pQ
https://film.ca.gov/lights-camera-action-governor-newsom-announces-28-new-films-coming-to-california-set-to-boost-local-economies/


 

  

2026 Loan Out reporting notification 
 
 The IATSE received notification from Entertainment Partners regarding 2026 
Loan Out CA EDD Reporting. 
 
As was  reported in a previous alert (read here),  the reporting requirements will 
take effect beginning Q1 2026. 
 
Read EDD Statement on Loan-Out Corporations here. 
Read SB-422 here. 

https://www.ep.com/legal-and-compliance/california-enacts-unemployment-insurance-legislation-reinforcing-existing-law-of-loan-out-company-employer-status-and-imposing-new-loan-out-reporting-requirements-on-mppsscs-starting-in-2026/
https://edd.ca.gov/en/about_edd/news_releases_and_announcements/edd-issues-statement-on-loan-out-corporations/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB422
https://deadline.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Screen-Shot-2025-12-16-at-2.27.04-PM.png?resize=1024,362


 

 

  

 
 
Visit Contract Services at https://www.thehub.org to take the V3 and V6 self-
paced online courses. These new requirements are available in your CSATF 
Portal. 
 

CSATF- V3 and V6 Online Courses 
 
 
 

https://www.thehub.org/


The final bulletin issue of 2025 is now available on the website! 

In this issue: 
• Crew Spotlight-Running Point
• Leaning In and Leaning On, We're here for you
• Year-end financial reminders & important info for 2026
• The Mental Health Benefits of Giving
• Las Vegas LDI 2025
• Consistent Professionalism, Pride & Solidarity of our Members
• Local 728 dedicated to making Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) 

commonplace and functional in our industry

Read More Here (Log-in for access) 

The Local 728 Bulletin 

https://www.iatse728.org/bulletins/the-bulletin-no11


IATSE is having its 6th Annual Holiday Photo Contest! Now is your time to shine 
and capture your most festive photos. 
 
The deadline to submit photos is Tuesday, December 30, 2025. Winners will be 
announced on Tuesday, January 6, 2026. 
 
Submit Photos to comms@iatse.net  
 
Check out the 2024 holiday entries here to get some inspiration. 

  

6th Annual IATSE Holiday Photo Contest 

Save the Date Notice: Local 728 Membership Meeting on 
January 24, 2026  
 
Stay tuned for details. 

mailto:comms@iatse.net
https://iatse.net/lights-camera-festive-action-a-holly-jolly-look-at-the-2024-iatse-holiday-contest-champs/?link_id=6&can_id=854e5f9bd3d407f40090272558af438c&source=email-lights-camera-holiday-magic-the-annual-iatse-holiday-photo-contest-returns-4&email_referrer=email_3022323&email_subject=snap-share-celebrate-enter-the-6th-annual-iatse-holiday-photo-contest


 

  

Labor 411 Holiday Gift Guide 

The Holiday Gift Guide makes it easier to shop union made. Go Union-Made With 
the 2025 Labor 411 Holiday Gift Guide. 
 
View guide here. 

https://labor411.org/411-blog/go-union-made-with-the-labor-411-holiday-gift-guide/?link_id=7&can_id=854e5f9bd3d407f40090272558af438c&source=email-giving-thanks-our-holiday-gift-guide-and-thanksgiving-shopping-list&email_referrer=email_3022506&email_subject=go-union-with-our-2025-holiday-gift-guide


  

The Calm App 

Starting Sunday December 28th, there will be a change to how you access the 
Calm app. Details on how to access the app are available on Page 3 of the Fall 
2025 fyiMPI Newsletter. Access the 2025 Fall newsletter here. 
 
Reminder: Calm benefits are available FREE of charge. 

https://www.mpiphp.org/home/news/newsletters


  

LA Unions Food & Toy Distribution 
 
 
 

Walk-up food & toy distribution on Saturday, December 20th at the LA Fed. Child 
must be present to receive toy. 
 
 
When: Saturday, December 20 
Time: 9AM-12PM 
Location: LA County Federation of Labor, 2130 James M Wood Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, CA 90006 
LCS Events 
 

https://lcs-la.org/events/6e57rej495ee8dkazdty5zx64bepxw-4gwm4-cf5gy-8lyma-b3ffr-a4r9c-jzchm-np67h-nd9he
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/lditechmixer2025.eventbrite.com___.YXAzOmxvY2FsNzI4OmE6bzo1MzQ5NTUyZmVmYzMyMjFlZjIxMGRjMjdkNGZjNTBjNjo3OjU1YTQ6ZTZjYzEyMmU0MmI4YTBlMGZhOGVhOGYxMDM1YzI4NzA0MWQxNDhhMzM1NWU0MzYyMDAzYWMyZGJkNGNkNGM4MjpoOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/lditechmixer2025.eventbrite.com___.YXAzOmxvY2FsNzI4OmE6bzo1MzQ5NTUyZmVmYzMyMjFlZjIxMGRjMjdkNGZjNTBjNjo3OjU1YTQ6ZTZjYzEyMmU0MmI4YTBlMGZhOGVhOGYxMDM1YzI4NzA0MWQxNDhhMzM1NWU0MzYyMDAzYWMyZGJkNGNkNGM4MjpoOlQ6Tg


 

  

Join Us For A Community Holiday Meal 

Join MPTF in a holiday meal gathering to celebrate the spirit of togetherness, 
gratitude and connection. 
 
When: Saturday, December 20 
Time: 1PM-3PM 
Location: IATSE Local 80 
RSVP Here 
 

https://rsvp.zkipster.com/_8z8rp
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/lditechmixer2025.eventbrite.com___.YXAzOmxvY2FsNzI4OmE6bzo1MzQ5NTUyZmVmYzMyMjFlZjIxMGRjMjdkNGZjNTBjNjo3OjU1YTQ6ZTZjYzEyMmU0MmI4YTBlMGZhOGVhOGYxMDM1YzI4NzA0MWQxNDhhMzM1NWU0MzYyMDAzYWMyZGJkNGNkNGM4MjpoOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/lditechmixer2025.eventbrite.com___.YXAzOmxvY2FsNzI4OmE6bzo1MzQ5NTUyZmVmYzMyMjFlZjIxMGRjMjdkNGZjNTBjNjo3OjU1YTQ6ZTZjYzEyMmU0MmI4YTBlMGZhOGVhOGYxMDM1YzI4NzA0MWQxNDhhMzM1NWU0MzYyMDAzYWMyZGJkNGNkNGM4MjpoOlQ6Tg


 

  

https://www.iatse728.org/dashboard


IATSE Scholarship and Union Plus 
The IATSE (Walsh/DiTolla/Spivak Foundation) and Union Plus also have 
scholarships, for application deadlines and complete details please visit the 
following links: 
 
IATSE Scholarship -Application Deadline: December 31st of each year 
 
2026 Union Plus Scholarship – Application deadline: January 31, 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Information for the 2026 IATSE Local 728 Scholarship is available on the 
website. You can download an application or request one from the Local 728 
office. 
 
The deadline for filing all required materials with the Local 728 office is Friday, 
February 6, 2026. Mail, deliver, or email the completed application package to 
the Local 728 office. (Applicants should contact the Local to confirm receipt of 
application prior to the deadline). 
 
If you were a recipient in the past, you are ineligible; this is a one-time award. 
Scholarship Award recipients will be notified in March 2026. 
 
IATSE Local 728 Scholarship Programs 
 
 

Scholarship Programs  
 
 

https://iatse.net/scholarship/
https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/education/union-plus-scholarships
https://www.iatse728.org/about/scholarship-programs


Upcoming Training Events 

  

https://www.iatse728.org/members/lms


  

Information and tools for financial, mental health and wellness, assistance, food 
banks, alternative health insurance, discounts and more can be found at the 
following: 
 
Financial Assistance and Resources 
 

Resources | Assistance 
 
Mental Health Tools and Resources 
 

Food Programs & Resources 
 

https://www.iatse728.org/members/financial-assistance-and-resources
https://www.iatse728.org/resources/assistance
https://www.iatse728.org/mental-health-resources
https://ehisca.com/
https://iatse.net/socal-fires/
https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/health


 

 

 

 

  

If you or your family need food assistance, please visit LAFoodBank and Food 
Oasis LA ( a food directory connecting you to nearby pantries and meals). 
 
In addition, there are programs available that people may not be aware/don't 
know they can get help, please see LA County Parks has food programs for Youth, 
Teens (ages 12-18), and Seniors. The programs are designed to ensure that there 
is access to free, wholesome meals and snacks. To locate a park near you, please 
visit: bit.ly/lacparksfoodprograms 
 
The LA County Department of Health Services has different types of food 
programs, some even help with pet food. Please visit LA County DHS | Resources 
| Food    
View Food Distribution & Resources Flyer 
 

https://www.lafoodbank.org/find-food/pantry-locator/
https://www.foodoasis.la/
https://www.foodoasis.la/
https://parks.lacounty.gov/lacounty-parks-food-programs/
https://dhs.lacounty.gov/our-services/resources/food/
https://dhs.lacounty.gov/our-services/resources/food/
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dhs/1194766_food_distribution-resources.pdf


IATSE Local 728 Fundraiser to support IATSE PAC 
Local 728 now has its own personalized PAC Donation Landing Page.  

Please give today! 

 
IATSE PAC 
The IATSE PAC is about access to politicians regardless of platform on behalf of 
ALL members. 

While the work stoppage last year impacted you and your colleague’s financial 
wellbeing, The fights we take on with PAC resources continue for our industry, 
benefiting ALL U.S. members and Local Unions whether they contribute or not. 

Donate today! 

What is the IATSE PAC? Play Video 

 
 

 

 

https://form.jotform.com/252747548651164
https://vimeo.com/1006281024



