
 

 

 

  



IATSE Local 728 CineGear Guide to Events 
Here is YOUR guide to all IATSE Local 728 related activities at Cinegear 2025. 
Stop by our booth right across from Aputure for NEW swag! Check out the links 
below to help plan your event. 
 
These are the seminars that your Kin are speaking at. Please come by to support! 
IATSE Local 728 will be at Booth #3210 | Stage 32 
 
View Floor Plan 
View Clean Tech Pavillion Demo Map 
 
Friday, June 6: 
 
4:00PM 
Two Generations of Lighting for Academy Award Winning Films 
with Jim Plannette (728) and Jay Holben (Moderator) 
Jim will talk about his father, Homer Plannette’s career as a Master Gaffer and 
then his own journey in the industry as a Top Gaffer. 
Location: Nanlux/Nanlite | Booth #S3009 
 
5:30PM 
Co-Creating the Future: What Crew Want from Cleantech Vendors 
with Max Schwartz (728) and George Sack 
Dialogue about gear improvements, wish lists, and how vendors can better 
support practical, on-set needs. 
Location: Clean Tech Pavillion/NETFLIX Lounge | Booth 1019 
 
Saturday, June 7: 
 
10:15AM 
Creative Light Shaping for Cinema 
Panelists include: Andrea Sachs (728) 
Location: Theater 1 
 
Virtual Lighting for Virtual Production 
Panelists include: Dylan Rush (728) 
Location: Theater 2 

  

https://cinegear.expofp.com/
https://cinegear.expofp.com/
https://www.cinegearexpo.com/docs/CTP-demo-map.pdf
https://cinegear.expofp.com/
https://cinegear.expofp.com/


1:30PM 
Building the Cleantech Toolkit 
with Christian Rice (728), and Michael Off (728) 
A walkthrough of the essential gear to integrate batteries or clean power on 
location, and how it is changing the prep and rigging process. 
Location: Clean Tech Pavillion/NETFLIX Lounge | Booth 1019 
 
3:00PM 
The Aputure Pro Lighting Meet-Up 
Location: Aputure Booth #S3219 in Stage 32 
RSVP: Here 
 
3:00PM 
Two Generations of Lighting for Academy Award Winning Films 
with Jim Plannette (728) and Jay Holben (Moderator) 
Jim will talk about his father, Homer Plannette’s career as a Master Gaffer and 
then his own journey in the industry as a Top Gaffer. 
Location: Nanlux/Nanlite | Booth #S3009 
 
3:30PM 
Cinematography in the Battery Era  
with Shane Hurlbut, ASC and Thomas Sigurdsson (728) 
Focusing on how battery-powered lighting and power systems are transforming 
the way sets operate—especially in terms of mobility, silence, and sustainability. 
Location: Clean Tech Pavillion/NETFLIX Lounge | Booth 1019 
 
4:15PM 
Why Eyes Lie: An Introduction to Lighting Color Science 
Panelists: Tim S. Kang (728) 
Location: Main Theater 

  

Greg Reeves 
Business Representative - Secretary 
Lighting Technicians IATSE Local 728 

In solidarity, 

https://aputure.com/en-US/pages/cine-gear-la-2025#aputure-pro-lighting-meet-up-cine-gear-la-2025
https://aputure.com/en-US/pages/cine-gear-la-2025#aputure-pro-lighting-meet-up-cine-gear-la-2025




 

  



 

 



  

 
HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED RIGHT NOW:  
 
WRITE A LETTER: We are re-launching our letter writing campaign to address 
the urgency of the moment and target Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas, Senate Pro 
Tempore Mike McGuire, Senate Budget Chair Scott Wiener and Assembly Budget 
Chair Jesse Gabriel and your own representatives in the Senate and Assembly. 
 

o   We sent over 200,000 back in April and we will need to surpass this 
number as we approach the week of June 9th which will be our key 
target week.  

o If you already wrote a letter, WE NEED YOUR VOICE AGAIN.  
 

 



  

My Connext Reporting Tool | Webinar 
Join us for a webinar event to discuss the My Connext app. The recording will be 
made available after the webinar on the IATSE Local 728 website. 
 
Link will be forthcoming. 
 
When: Thursday, June 26 
Time: 12 PM 
Location: via Zoom 

o Share on Social Media and with your friends, family members and 
colleagues. We will need everyone’s voice in this fight. Deadline to 
submit a letter for maximum impact is June 12th  

 
Write a Letter 

 
• SHARE KEEP CALIFORNIA ROLLING: Reel Jobs Need Real 

Action Video  
 

o Not only is the letter embedded in every single letter you send to your 
elected officials, help use this video to inspire others to support our 
industry.  

o We have just released our Keep California Rolling video highlighting 
member stories about what our California Film and Television Jobs 
Program means to our members, small businesses and our 
community.  

Watch the Video 
 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/keep-california-rolling-reel-jobs-need-real-action-now?source=direct_link&
https://vimeo.com/1085313907


 

  



  

IATSE Local 728 Bulletin 
The Bulletin is now available on the website! 
In this issue: 

• Understanding the District 2 and IATSE Conventions 
• Part One: Playing by the Book 
• Techquity Showcase 
• Pushing for Stronger California Film Tax Credits 
• Hollywood Members & Union Leaders pack the LA City Council Chambers 
• A Rare but Serious Health Hazard is on the Rise in California 
• NAB Las Vegas 

 
Read More: The Bulletin No.5 

https://www.iatse728.org/bulletins/the-bulletin-no5-2025


  

Action: Sign the IATSE Local B-192 Petition in Favor of Dodgers 
Tour Guides Receiving Fair Wages & Benefits 
Despite Dodger tour guide's essential role, they're being underpaid and unfairly 
treated. The Dodgers are trying to take away existing benefits - benefits that were 
promised as part of the job - simply because the guides voted to unionize. 
 
Signing this petition means standing up for fairness, decency, and the workers 
who make the Dodgers experience great.  
 
Sign the Petition 
 

Do Not Sign the Boss’s Phony Petition | Unite Here! 
For the next 30 days, if anyone at the grocery store, park, or in the neighborhood 
asks you to sign something, DO NOT SIGN IT! The hotels and airlines are 
circulating a petition to take away the Olympic Wage passed by LA City Council. 
 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/demand-a-fair-contract-for-dodgers-tour-guides/


  

Behind The Scenes | New Mental Health Survey 
Working in this industry is hard – physically and mentally. Behind the Scenes has 
launched a survey to aid in developing new tools and resources for our industry 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

during these changing times. We want to hear your thoughts on what you need 
now. If you’re in the US or Canada please take this brief survey and share it with 
your colleagues.  
btslink.org/survey 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/bts2025survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/bts2025survey


Stamp Out Hunger | Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to sort out the food that was collected during this year's 
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive! 
 
When: Various Dates through July 2025  
Time: 8AM – 1PM and 1PM – 4PM (2 shifts) 
Location:  Salvation Army | 5600 Rickenbacker Road, Bldg 1D | Bell, CA 
90201 (Take Mansfield Way & Continue on the road to destination) 
Sign-Up: Here 

 

  

https://lcs-la.org/stamp-out-hunger?


 

  

Kino Flo X Lite Gear Open House 
Get an exclusive tour of the new shared facility, engineering, rental and service 
areas, and latest product developments along with great food and drinks. 
 
When: Thursday, June 5 
Time: 5-9PM PDT 
Location: 2840 N Hollywood Way | Burbank, CA 91505 
RSVP: Here 

MPTF | Landman Screening – June 7 
Join us for this special screening of an episode of Landman. Set in the 
boomtowns of Texas. 
 
After the reception there will be a Conversation + Q & A with Billy Bob 
Thornton, Ali Larter and Jacob Lofland. 
 
When: Saturday, June 7 
Reception: 1PM 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kino-flo-x-litegear-open-house-tickets-1366517212769?


  

Conversation and Q+A followed by screening: 2PM 
Location: MPTF Louis B. Mayer Theater | 23388 Mulholland Dr., | Woodland 
Hills, CA 91364 
 
RSVP: Here 
Seating will be limited and will be first come first served. (MPTF Residents will 
get priority for seating.) 

https://rsvp.zkipster.com/_g96lr
https://rsvp.zkipster.com/_g96lr


 

 

  

Keep California Rolling with Pride – June 8 
Join Teamsters and our Entertainment Union Coalition at this year's LA PRIDE 
PARADE in Hollywood! 
 
This year, we are marching to show our PRIDE and support of our LGBTQ+ 
Community and to raise awareness of our ongoing fight to protect and grow film 
and television jobs in our state through our Keep California Rolling campaign and 
the fight to expand and modernize our film and television jobs program. We will 
be marching alongside Teamsters, SAG-AFTRA, DGA, IATSE, AFM, WGA-W and 
more. 
 
When: Sunday, June 8th 
Time:  TBD, Parade begins at 11AM 
Register: March Registration – Keep California Rolling with Pride 
 

Lightning Safety for the Motion Picture & Television Industry 
IATSE Local 728 invites you to join Mike Skinner and Alan Rowe for a webinar 
focused on Safety Bulletin #38, Addendum A - Lightning Safety as recommended 
by the Industry-Wide Labor-Management Safety Committee for the Motion 
Picture and Television Industry. 
  
When: Saturday, June 14 
Time:  10AM via Zoom 
Register: https://training728.org/lightning 

https://fm.iatse728.org/bit.ly/KeepCaliforniaRollingPride2025
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/bwe0oq14TV-YqbUxwNRYcA#/registration


  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/bwe0oq14TV-YqbUxwNRYcA#/registration


 

  

IATSE Local 728 Guide to Assistance and Benefits 
Information for IATSE Local 728 members, including: Unemployment/Disability 
Insurance, Sick Dues, Life Insurance, Honorable Withdrawal, MPI (Motion 
Picture Pension & Health Plans, Motion Picture & Television Fund, Assistance 
Information 

Log-in required to view content: Assistance | IATSE Local 728 (iatse728.org) 
 
Mental Health Tools and Resources 
If you are in need of mental health assistance, don’t feel ashamed. It’s natural. 
Please utilize some of these tools from our website or call us at the hall.  
 
MPTF Intake Line: (323) 634-3888 
Mental Health First Aid Resources 
Mental Health Tools and Resources with Behind The Scenes Video 
Behind the Scenes - Supporting Mental Health and Wellness 
 
Log-in for access to the following:  
MPI's Mental Health and Wellness Resources 
Wondr Health- Cope Better, Stress Less 
CALM Subscription Information 
Optum- Tools and Videos related to Mental Health 
 

Entertainment Health Insurance Solutions- EHISCA 
If you are in need of alternative to employer provided health insurance, please 
reach out to Entertainment Health Insurance Solutions at MPTF. Their staff is 
trained to assist members of the entertainment community navigate the complex 
California health insurance marketplace. 
ehisca.com 

 
IATSE- Los Angeles Fires Relief and Response 
iatse.net/socal-fires/ 
 

https://www.iatse728.org/resources/assistance
https://www.iatse728.org/sites/default/files/files/MHFA%20resources.pdf
https://www.iatse728.org/safety-education-training/education-skills-training/video-library/mental-health-resources/mental
https://www.iatse728.org/safety-education-training/education-skills-training/video-library/mental-health-resources/mental
https://wp.behindthescenescharity.org/mentalhealth/
https://wp.behindthescenescharity.org/mentalhealth/
https://www.iatse728.org/system/files/2025-04/mpi-resource-list-2025wtexture.pdf
https://www.iatse728.org/system/files/2025-04/mpi-resource-list-2025wtexture.pdf
https://www.iatse728.org/system/files?file=2025-04/w6015-cope-better-stress-less-white-paper.pdf
https://www.iatse728.org/system/files?file=2025-04/w6015-cope-better-stress-less-white-paper.pdf
https://www.iatse728.org/system/files/2025-04/mpi-mobile-calm-benefit-announcement-pdf-admin-guide%29-3%29.pdf.jpg
https://www.iatse728.org/system/files/2025-04/mpi-mobile-calm-benefit-announcement-pdf-admin-guide%29-3%29.pdf.jpg
https://www.iatse728.org/system/files/2025-04/may_mental_health_month_flyer_04082024_mpi.pdf.jpg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/ehisca.com/___.YXAzOmxvY2FsNzI4OmE6bzo5YzE0MmNiODI1Y2IwMTU5YTgzMDMzMTc1Mzg4YzMxYzo3OmM1MjE6MmU2MTdjMjU3OWFhMzEzOWY2Y2IyOTUwNGY0N2M0MWI3NGQ3N2QyMTMzYjQxM2ExNzQ2OGQwMjNmNjY0NmU3YTpoOlQ6Tg
https://iatse.net/socal-fires/


  

Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) 
Available to independent contractors who are often employed in the 
entertainment and other LA industries. Check eligibility guidelines for details. 
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) Now Available to Los Angeles County 
Workers Impacted by California Wildfires and Severe Winds 
 

First Entertainment Credit Union Promotion 
You can receive up to $500 by joining First Entertainment Credit Union. Details 
below. 
First Entertainment Promotion 
 

 

 

 

https://edd.ca.gov/en/about_edd/news_releases_and_announcements/disaster-unemployment-assistance-dua-now-available-to-los-angeles-county-workers-impacted-by-california-wildfires-and-severe-winds/
https://edd.ca.gov/en/about_edd/news_releases_and_announcements/disaster-unemployment-assistance-dua-now-available-to-los-angeles-county-workers-impacted-by-california-wildfires-and-severe-winds/
https://www.firstent.org/offers-and-promotions/sign-up-bonus-offer/


Union Plus | Health Discounts for Union Members 
Check out the list of Union Plus Health Discounts for Union Members and their 
families. 
unionplus.org/benefits/health 
 
 

IATSE PAC 
The IATSE PAC is about access to politicians regardless of platform on behalf of 
ALL members. 

While the work stoppage last year impacted you and your colleague’s financial 
wellbeing, the fights we take on with PAC resources continue for our industry, 
benefiting ALL U.S. members and Local Unions whether they contribute or not. 
Donate today! L728.co/iatsepac  

What is the IATSE PAC? Play Video 

 

https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/health
https://l728.co/iatsepac
https://vimeo.com/1006281024
https://vimeo.com/1006281024


Brother James R. "Jimmy" Ellis 
A 13-year member of Local 728, Brother Ellis passed away on May 14, 
2025. 
 
Notice of passing: Brother James "Jimmy" Ellis 
 
 

  

  

https://www.iatse728.org/about/news/notice-of-member-passing-james-r-jimmy-ellis-on-5-14-25


Frank Krejsa  

 

  

https://www.iatse728.org/about/news/notice-of-member-passing-frank-krejsa-on-5-8-25


  

 
IATSE LOCAL 728 | 1001 W. Magnolia Blvd., Burbank, CA 91506 | (818) 954-0728 

www.iatse728.org 




