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Beversze Side of Ledger

For the lirst nine months of 1393
American lmports ol megalives
amounted to 1,746,114 linear feet with
a declared -valne of $221.932, as
against 1,920,740 feet walued af £243.-
254 for the zamc period of 1929,

For these perieds the imports of
positives were respectively 2,407,300
feel wulued at F163,5683, az compared
with 3,744,797 feet valued al $130,T349.

In ilhe ease both of negalives and
positives the Lotal imported during
the first nine months of 1830 was less
than Jduring the first nine months of
1929,

INTEERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAFPHER

During the first hine months of
1930 American exports of films zen-
gitized bul not exposed reached a to-
tal of 60,008 922 lincar feel valoed at
$1,341,547, as compared with 44,966,
837 feet valued at $980202 for the
firgt nine months of 1935,

Coineident with this gain there was
a tremendons decline in the amount of
non-exposed film imported. Whereas
for the 1929 period the amount
resched a total of 273,130,857 feet
valued at $3,472,079, in the 1230 pe-
riod this f=ll off to 102,086,080 with a
value of 053,444,

Foreign Campetﬁfﬁm for American

Pictures Grows Keener with Sound

ican motion pieture films abroad,

ineonsiderable in the silent film
daws, is now assuming substaniial
form, in the view of the Department
of Commeree’s BMotivn Pleture Divi-
siorn. The view was prescnted fo Lhe
Society of Motion Piefure Engineers,
5% its recent convention in New York,
in a paper by C. J. North and N. D.
Golden, chief and assistunt chief of
the department’s subdivision, read by
Mr. (olden.

“There is a widezspread feeling that
Furopean producers sre  adapfing
themselves more readily to sound than
they did to zilent [im prodoclion,” said
the paper, citing the ineressing nom-
her of foreign souoid-equipped  thea-
lers to show il iz on Lhat line the
competition will have to be fomghl
onl.

“From less than G660 sound equipped
thesters in the early autumn of 1928,
wiring has gone ahead by lesps and
bounds, with the result that Hurope,
cxclusive of Russia, now presents =
grand total of around 2050 theaters.

¥Yast Increase

“Wote England, lor example. Tis
total for thiz time last year is set at
abeut 400 and thiz has new increazed
tn 2800. Tranee then had 20 sound
equipped houses. Now il shows nearly
330, Germany with 30 sound houzes
now has nearly 950, Ttaly has in-
ereazed from 30 to 120 and Spain
fvom 4 to 1456,

“T¢ mmust he remembered thal the
wired theaters include wilhont excap-
tion all the larpest and best equipped
theatera—the ones, in fact, which sup-
ply the bulk of the revenue to the
America picture poinpanies,”

For the coming year, it was re-
wealed, Gorman companiss announcs
no less than 135 szound feature me-
tires, French eompanies plan 92, and
hebween 50 and 100 will probsbly be
maide in Fngland. In sddition, sound
film projects sre under way in Ttaly,
Anstria, Tollamd, Denmark, Sweden,
Morway, and Spain; and “from far-
off Athens comes news that Olympia
Film, a Greek producing firm, is plan-
ning the eonstroction of a sound film
studie.”

More Than Molding Own

Tn ecompetition with these films in

foreign langnages American produoc-

F OREIGN competition for Amer-

erz are expected Lo make aboul 150
films in German, French, and Spanish
thiz vear.

“American scenarios, technigne, and
directorial ingenuity will remain,” the
puper conlinued. “While it 1= gues-
tionable whether we again will get as
large a return from non-English-
speaking markets as in the sileni film
days, there is every prospect that we
will more than hold our own even in
the face of the foreign product.”

American pictures are prepared for
Lthe foreipn market by three methods,
Mr. (solden indicated—by writing cap-
tions on the sereen in Lhe appropriate
lanpuage, in pictures which have mu-
gsic  predominant over dialogue; by
‘“voipe duubling,” which means using
the zame picture bat with the voices
of foreign speakers substituted on the
gound track; and by actuslly doing
the picture in the appropriate lan-
Fuage.

Calcutie FExhibitors Go fo
Sound to Hold Customers

EEFPORT comes from Assisiant

Trade Cominissioner Wilson C.

Flake, Calentta, India, that Cal-
cutta iz installing more talking pie-
fure houscs. Faced wilh a loss of
customers who now patronize the talk-
gra, thres more theatrez in Caleutta
have decided to follow the lead of
their compelitors and install Ameri-
can sonnd egquipment,

Indeed, so popular have American
talking pictures become that the New
Empire Theatre—the only theatre in
Caleutta attended by Europeans where
stage shows are produced—is among
the three that sre changing over to
sound pictures.

The New BEmpire Thealre sztarted
showing picturez Nov, 1. The Madan
Theatre, which hesitated to change
[vpom gilent to sound pictures because
of its investment in a2 pipe organ, will
he wired soon, while the Crown Thea-
tre has just started ronning talking
pictureas,

The Crown iz the firat picture house
in Caleulta patronized exclusively by
Indianz to install sound eguipment,
which iz evidence that the Indians are
pleased with American talking ple-
tures.

Nine

Smaller Adustralion Houses
Ask Film Duty Be Removed

Tndications pointing to the graduoal
decregse in Lhe importation of szilent
filmz in Amustralia have cavzed ex-
hibitors and theatrical emplovees to
azk the Federal Government te con-
gider ithe complete sbandonment of
import dutiez on silent prints. It ia
hapead Lhis move mizghl ecanse dis-
tributors to continue to import silent
films, otherwise unwired houses will
require sound equipment or they will
have to cloze up.

The present duty of 4d a foot plus
the primage brings the total up to
approximately 5d a foot, malking the
importation of silent f{ilms unproflt-

able for the distributor to handle,

There arc about 900 houzes az yet
unwired u=nd only a amall pereenlage
of thiz total camn afford to wire. One
reazon for the difficulticz of exhib-
ilors of silent pictures is the fact that
their houzes, particularly in the coun-
Lry distriets, have, only a few per-
formances weekly and returnz do not
justity =soumnd cogunipment,

Foreign Musicians Banned

The Australian Minizter for Home
Affairs haz astated that steps have
been laken 1o eheck the importation
of foreign orchestras Tor pit and
slage performance in Australia. The
talkers, in addilion Lo the prezent de-
pression, have forced many musi-
ciang out of their jobs, and it iz un-
derstood these steps to prohibit the
entry of foreign bands have been
luken io prevent further unemplow-
ment among local musicians.

Twe German Plants Install

~ The Jofa and Staaken stndios in
Germany will soon be equipped with
gound reeording apparatus says a
Berlin mezsage., One Tobis and three
Klangfilm zetz are to be installed in
the Jofa studio and the installation
will he completed before the end of
the vear, No inlormation iz available

vet ag to the apparalus to e installed
in Staaken,




