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American Film Exports Increasing

Preliminary Figures for Nine Months of 1930
Show Footage Gain of 8,900,540 Feet
Over Same Period of 1929

By C. J. NORTH
Chief of Motion Picture Division, Department of Comm eree

IELTMINARY figures of Ameri-

an motion picture exports for the

irst mine month of 1930 zhow an
increase of 8,900,540 feet and a value
increase of $714,212 over exports for
the corresponding period in 1929,

The United States shipped to all
marketz of the world during the 1930
period 210,037,969 linear feol of mo-
tiohl pictures with a declared value of
56,168,703, az compared with 201,137,-
428 linear feet valued at $o.44%,4091
for the corresponding period in 1929,

Thisz 1930 total incidentally is the
largest since the Motion Picture Di-
vision began to make compilations on
the subject back in 1925

The largest inerease was in exports
of poszitive motion pictures, which
amounted to 200520492 linear feet
valued at $6,166,805 in the first nine
months of 1930, as against 195,008 28(
linear feet valued at $4.610,723 Tor the
same period in 1929,

Increase in Negalive

Exposed negative film also shows an
increase, the figures for 1930 being
BYITATT feet with a declared wvalue
of $1,001,808, as against 6,119,149 feet
valued al §838,768 for the 1928 period.

It is interesting to note that of the
motion picture films exported from
the Tnited BStates during the first
nine monthz of 1230 5208,810 feet of
nepatives and 132 239,581 feet of pos-
itivea were sound synchronized,

Ag 1930 iz the first calendar vear
in which sound films received a mep-
arate clazaification from silent films
in our export statistics, no comparizon
in this regard can be made with the
1929 period.

Sinee the introduction of sound and

dialogue film Europe has hecome hy
far our largest quantity market st the
gsame lime maintaining its position as
cur besit source of revenue.

For the first nine months of 1930
American exports of motion pictures
to this region reached the unprec-
edented Lotal of 98,537,522 feet, or not
far below half of our total film ex-
ports.

This figure furthermore shows an
increase of nearly 20,000,001y Teet
more than for the 1929 period which

First Nine Months of 1929
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United Kingdom Leads

The Tnited Kingdom remains by
far our leading individual film mar
ket, showing an inereazse of nearly
10,000,000 feet over its record 1920
figures. France, which stool ninth in
the 1928 period and seventh in 1929,
went to second place in 1920 both in
Europe and in the world. Her total
of 17,318,618 linear feet is well over
double her film importations from the
United States during the first nine
months of 1929,

Germany, our third largest mar-
ket in Europe, has declined from fifth
to sixth place as a world market even
though our exports of films to CGer-
many for the 1930 period were nearly
1,000,000 fest greater than in the 1920
period.

Spain appears as our fourth larg-
esl European market and the ninth
in the world. Thiz iz the first time
this country has been in the first ten
of our world markets,

The three countries in Tatin Amer-
irs which almost invariably appear
among onr ten leading film markets

in turn topped 1928 by nearly 25,000 ,-
09 feet.

Az a matter of lacl, Furope ac-
counts for something more than onr
Lotal gain in film exports, for both
Latin America and the Far East
showed declines from 1929, The lor-
mer, which was our largest guantits
market as recenily as 1928, fell aboul,
50,000 Teet below its 1520 firure,
while the Far Easl total declined just
over 5,000,000 feet,

Aunstralia Falls O

This latter was due almost entirely
to the falling off in film exportz to
Australia. Of other rerions, Canada
showed a gain of nearly 8,000,000 feer
and South Africa an almost equiv-
alent loss.

The [ollowing table mives in de-
tail the gquantity and value of Amer-
ican film exports to the various re-
gional divisions of the world:

First Nine Months of 1930

Value Linear Feel Value
$2,324,219 93,537,822  $8,212.341
1,438,356 56,861,729 1,362,808
1,080,848 38,878,767 415,281
462,924 12,654,307 501,464
87,155 2.608,288 T0,805
106,679 5,626,966 102,540

210,037,969  $6,168,703

are, in that order, Avgentina, Brazil
and Mexico, This yvear iz no exception
to the wrunle, but Argentina has
dropped from third to fourth, though
there i=s only a very slight derease in
our film exports to Arpentina. Brazil
has dropped from fourth to seventh,
while Mexico remains eighth.

Expoarts of filmz to Bragzil declined
over 2,000,000 feet, while similar ex-
ports to Mexico showed an inerease
over a little under 1,000,000 fesl,

Australia, which led the world as
a gquantity market for American films
from 1925 through 1928, continued the
deeline which set in for the nine
months perfod of 182%, hut neverthe-
less went up from fourth to  third
place in the marketz of the world.

India Holds Tenth Place

The enly other Far Easlern country
which stands among the first ten mar.
kets for American films is Tndia,
which az for the same period last year
holdz tenth positicn.

The following table gives details of
United States film exports to the lesd-
ing individual markets of the world:

$5,449 491

United States Exports of Films to Individual Leading Markets

Countries of
Testinations

Rank Lin. Ft.
United Kingdom 1

23,111,066

e . 7  B,022E510
AmstEnlin ... i e B EL133307
Argentina ........... 3 14,829,125
FRRTRRR r et i 6 10,609,545
Germany ............ b 11,532,705
L R 4 12673107
Mexiea: ... e 8 6,739,606
Spain e e
India 10 b,031,522

First Nine Months of 1929 First Nine Months of 1920

Value Rank Lin. Ti. Value
BLMOTG0 1 33038868 F1,708.5453
195,863 2 17818513 A29 T3
485,662 3 15532812 a03,303
368,344 4 12,640,565 244,935
462734 5 12,534 397 ROT,469
354001 6 12,083,870 321,075
S0LEIT T 9,500,083 158,848
162,150 8  7,304.11¢ 193,760
R 8162151 112,204
124,194 10 509,178 128,490



